a synthetic macro-comparative framework that integrates elements from Polanyi, Rokkan, and Perez. This is surely just a tentative, first cut scheme, but we conclude by briefly indicating how it may be used to address core research questions in contemporary political economy.
Rather than approaching history from the vantage point of thought experiments and simple stylised facts (Iversen and Soskice 2009), our study of varieties is bottom-up: grounded, macro-historical, and comparative. The number of varieties is open. If we are to establish broader typologies (such as Nordic welfare states, or Anglo-American LMEs, or Southern European countries), they must be grounded in a study of the various units within such types, as well as on specified comparisons with cases outside of that group.
1 Even the smallest of these countries are huge and complex cases, and their internal processes are important to and a function of the interplay between organised social groups. We work with typologies and periodisations that may guide comparisons in such cases. The main units are states, but analysed in a broader context of world economic development. 
The Rokkan style of macro-qualitative comparison
Pursuing a grounded, macro-comparative study of varieties, we can learn from one of the pioneers of post-war political sociology, Stein Rokkan (1921 Rokkan ( -1979 . His substantive work is highly appreciated, but there has been much less attention to the methodological peculiarities of his style of macro-qualitative research.
Rokkan's (1999: 140) approach to state formation and nation building was 'multidimensional', combining economic (Marxian traditions), political/territorial (Weberian traditions), and cultural/ethnic/ religious factors (Durkheimian traditions). In methodological terms, his emphasis on typology construction brought him closest to Weber. However, while Weber's typologies were only partly regional, Rokkan included geographical features more systematically. His most ambitious methodological tool was the definition of a regional grid, a periodised list of explanatory factors which he developed for Europe ('The Model of Europe', Rokkan 1999: 136f) . He called the grid a 'checklist for the construction of typologies' (Rokkan 1999: 126) , since it can generate a large number of typologies, tailor-made for explanations of state formation and nation building processes in a particular region.
Rokkan's grid starts from a historical periodisation on the vertical axis and classification into economic (E), political (T -territory) and cultural (C) factors on the horizontal one. It has three modules: (1) 
